
For Physiotherapists Entering Practice in Nova Scotia  

You must complete the registration process below to become registered with the Nova Scotia 

College of Physiotherapists (NSCP). You may need to complete some steps through the Canadian 

Alliance of Physiotherapy Regulators (CAPR). Use the Cost Estimator Tool to be sure you are 

getting the current fees and costs associated with licensure. 

Steps Outcome Details 

Complete 

STEP 1-4 

Required for IEPT or new 

Grad to become registered 

with NSCP as a 

Physiotherapy Resident 

Allows you to work provisionally under Sponsored 

License  with a Sponsoring Physiotherapist who will 

mentor you. (Valid for a maximum of 12 months) 

Complete 

STEP 5-6 

Required to become 

registered with NSCP   for 

Full Practice 

Allows you to practice physiotherapy independently 

in Nova Scotia 

Complete  

STEP 6 

Required to become 

registered with NSCP  

If you are currently registered in a Canadian 

Jurisdiction you can apply through Labour Mobility. 

Timeline Step Cost* Details 

6+ months 

to complete 

STEP 1 

STEP 1: Internationally Educated …Credentialing done through CAPR 

Pay the application fee 

See cost 

estimator 

online 

 

Gather and submit your 

required documents for 

credentialing 
 

You must have your credentials 

assessed to determine if you are 

eligible to write Qualifying Exam 

(Multiple Choice written). (Canadian 

education is already credentialled). 

Complete the credentialing 

process and apply for the 

Qualifying Exam 

 

 

 

http://www.alliancept.org/exams_candidates_registering.php
http://www.alliancept.org/exams_candidates_registering.php
https://www.alliancept.org/considering-canada/cost-estimator/cost-estimator-tool/
https://nsphysio.com/for-members/mentoring-and-sponsoring
https://nsphysio.com/for-members/mentoring-and-sponsoring
https://www.alliancept.org/considering-canada/cost-estimator/cost-estimator-tool/
https://www.alliancept.org/considering-canada/cost-estimator/cost-estimator-tool/
https://www.alliancept.org/considering-canada/cost-estimator/cost-estimator-tool/
https://www.alliancept.org/becoming-credentialled/
https://www.alliancept.org/becoming-credentialled/
https://alliancept.org/taking-the-exam/preparing-for-the-exam/essential-exam-taker-guide/


 

 

This 

Qualifying  

Exam is 

offered 6 

times  a 

year in 

potentially 

31 different 

sites across 

the country 

STEP 2: Qualifying Exam (written) (CAPR)   (All applicants) 

  

You must pass Qualifying Exam to be 

eligible for provisional licensure 

Complete and submit the 

application form and any 

required documents for the 

written exam. 

 

Pay the application fee 

See cost 

estimator 

online  

Pass the Qualifying Exam 

 

 

 

STEP 3: Sponsored Practice (NS College of Physiotherapists) 

Obtain an employer and a  

Sponsor  

Once you pass Qualifying Exam, you 

must secure a Sponsor to mentor you 

in order to be eligible for the provisional 

Sponsored license.  
Complete the Sponsored 

Practice Agreement  

Valid for a 

maximum of     

12 months 

STEP 4: Provisional (Sponsored) License (NS College of Physiotherapists) 
 

Gather and submit your 

required documents  Once you have secured employment 

and a Sponsor, you may register as a 

Physiotherapy Resident and work with 

your sponsor. Sponsored License This 

is a 12 month maximum license 

provisional sponsored license requiring 

completion of the ICE process to move 

forward to full licensure 

 

Complete the online 

Registration process   

https://alliancept.org/taking-the-exam/preparing-for-the-exam/essential-exam-taker-guide/
https://alliancept.org/taking-the-exam/preparing-for-the-exam/essential-exam-taker-guide/
https://www.alliancept.org/considering-canada/cost-estimator/cost-estimator-tool/
https://www.alliancept.org/considering-canada/cost-estimator/cost-estimator-tool/
https://www.alliancept.org/considering-canada/cost-estimator/cost-estimator-tool/
https://nsphysio.com/images/Sponsorships/2023/Sponsored_Practice_Guideline_and_Form__.pdf
https://nsphysio.com/images/Sponsorships/2023/Sponsor_Agreement_Form_2023.pdf
https://nsphysio.com/images/Sponsorships/2023/Sponsor_Agreement_Form_2023.pdf
https://nsphysio.com/for-members/mentoring-and-sponsoring
https://nsphysio.com/registration/interim-competency-process/application


As a registrant currently practicing in Canada you must complete the application process for 

Labour Mobility , and pay the NS provincial registration fee as appropriate in order to obtain 

full independent licensure in NS. 

As a new registrant to practice in Canada you must complete the application process, provide 

proof of successful completion of the QE and Competency Evaluation process and pay the NS 

provincial registration fee as appropriate in order to obtain full independent licensure in NS. 

Pay the registration fee* 

See Fee 
Table 
Online  

 

  

 

 

This is the 

end process 

used to 

evaluate 

competency 

of the 

Resident. In 

NS this is 

currently the 

Interim 

Competency 

Evaluation 

(ICE)  

STEP 5: Competency Evaluation    

Gather and submit the 

required documents,  

 

 

Complete the application 

process.   

 

 

Pay the application fee 

 

 

 

See Fee 

Table 

Online 
You must pass a competency evaluation 

for Full Practice licensure.  

 

   

 

 

Pass the COMPETENCY 

EVALUATION in 2 attempts 

or 12 months whichever is 

first. 

  

 

STEP 6: Full Licensure in NS  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

https://nsphysio.com/registration/registration-resources/labour-mobility
https://nsphysio.com/registration/fees
https://nsphysio.com/registration/fees
https://nsphysio.com/registration/fees
https://nsphysio.com/registration/interim-competency-process/application
https://nsphysio.com/registration/interim-competency-process/application
https://nsphysio.com/registration/interim-competency-process/application
https://nsphysio.com/registration/interim-competency-process/application
https://nsphysio.com/registration/fees
https://nsphysio.com/registration/fees
https://nsphysio.com/registration/fees


 

See Fee 

Table 

Online 

  

Congratulations, you are registered 
  

*All fees are listed in Canadian dollars. 

Your registration fee is 50% of annual fee if you register after August 15 of current year.  Valid for 3 

months as renewals are out in November each year.                                                                        

You must pay the registration renewal fee annually. Our license year is January 1 to December 31.  

 

NOTE: If you are not successful in completing the competency evaluation process 

within two attempts or 12 months, whichever is up first, then you are ineligible to 

continue practice under a provisional license in Nova Scotia. Your license will be 

revoked until such time as you have been successful in completing a competency 

evaluation process. 

https://nsphysio.com/registration/fees
https://nsphysio.com/registration/fees
https://nsphysio.com/registration/fees

